
Understanding your itchy dog

Content provided by Craig Griffin, DVM, DACVD. Photos (except flea) provided by Animal Dermatology Clinic.

Primary causes Secondary causes
(Most common to treat)(Top  four to rule out)

Sarcoptic Mange  
(or other external parasites)

Flea Allergy Dermatitis

Atopic Dermatitis

Adverse Food Reactions

Easier to diagnose 
and manage

Harder to diagnose 
and manage FPO

Bacterial overgrowth

 
Dry skin

 
Malasezzia

 
Pyoderma

Itchy
dog

Mutiple combinations  
of causes  

commonly occur

One or more of these four primary 
causes account for 90% of all itchy 
dogs. However, other less common 
causes of itching may occur.
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Combined allergen effect on 
a dog’s threshold for itching

Tolerated exposure
(dog is comfortable)

Pruritic response
(excessive itching)
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Diagnostic Plan Today

1.	                                                                             

2.	                                                                              

3.	                                                                              

4.	                                                                             

Treatment Plan Today

1.	                                                                               

2.	                                                                               

3.	                                                                               

4.	                                                                                    

Plan at Recheck

1.	 Evaluate the skin’s response to treatment. 

2.	 �Evaluate any changes on where and how 
frequently the dog is itching. 

3.	 �If needed, continue plan to identify primary 
cause(s).  

4.	                                                                                    

Managing your itchy dog
Goals of today’s visit:

	 1)	 Educate on the causes of itching
	 2)	� Diagnose and treat secondary cause(s) of itch
	 3)	� Develop a plan to identify or rule out one or 

more primary causes of itch
	 4)	� Develop a plan for long-term control of itch

Due to the additive effects of allergens causing itch, strict 
seasonal or year-round flea control is necessary in the 
long-term plan to manage your itchy dog. Compliant use 
of a veterinary-recommended flea product is required 
for a positive outcome.


